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IQ.  (SBU)  Fighting  re-erupted  at  Runyoni,  North  Kivu  early  in 
the  morning  of  December  28  when  forces  loyal  to  renegade 
General  Nkunda  attacked  the  FARDC  post  at  Bugusa.  According 
to  MONUC,  the  incident  began  when  the  FARDC  94th  Battalion 
tried  to  attack  renegade  troop  positions  at  Bisiza.  The 
renegade  forces  retaliated  by  attacking  the  FARDC  post  at 
Bugusa.  The  94th  Battalion  soldiers  fled,  and  Nkunda ' s 
forces  took  over  by  mid-morning.  MONUC ' s North  Kivu  Brigade 
reported  150  soldiers  of  the  94th  and  92nd  Battalions 
withdrawing  toward  Rutshuru  after  the  fighting. 

%2 . (C)  In  a meeting  between  MONUC  North  Kivu  Brigade 

Commander  Behl  and  FARDC  Land  Forces  Commander  General  Amisi, 
Behl  suggested  Amisi  meet  with  the  81st  and  83rd  Brigade 
commanders  loyal  to  Nkunda  to  continue  negotiations  toward 
integration  of  their  troops  and  to  remind  them  that  current 
clashes  violated  the  cease-fire  informally  in  place. 

According  to  MONUC,  Amisi  agreed  and  called  one  of  the 
commanders  to  make  arrangements.  The  commander  said  the 
capture  of  Bugusa  was  in  retaliation  for  FARDC  attacks  and 
that  pro-Nkunda  forces  were  amenable  to  falling  back  to  their 
previous  positions.  The  commander  requested  that  Amisi  get 
MONUC  to  monitor  the  withdrawal  of  both  sides. 
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